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Taxonomic Notes on Two South American

Psyllids (Homoptera)

By LEONARDD. TUTHILL, Department of Zoology and

Entomology, University of Hawaii

As a result of study of several species of South American

Psyllidae, mostly received from Senor Carlos A. Lizer y Trelles

of Argentina, I am able to dissolve to some extent the confusion

which has surrounded the nomenclatorial and taxonomic status

of two of the species.

Genus Gyropsylla Brethes

1921 Gyropsylla Brethes, Revista de la Facultad Agronomia
Universidad National de la Plata, Argentina 14: 87.

1925 Metaphalara Crawford, Broteria Ser. Zool. 22 : 60.

Several specimens from the Territory of Missiones, Argentina

determined as Metaphalara spegazziniana by Lizer, furnish con-

firmation of the close relationship of this species with Psylla lllcis

Ashmead of North America as indicated by Lizer and Crawford.

The latter erred however in erecting the genus Metaphalara for

these two species and the related canncla. Gyropsylla is the

valid name of the genus. The synonymy of the type species,

Gyropsylla spegazziniana (Lizer), is as follows:

\9\9Paurocephalaspegazziniana Lizer, Marcellia. 16: 103.

1921 Gyropsylla Ulclcola Brethes, Revista de la Facultad

Agronomia Universidad National de la Plata, Argentina,
14:88.

1925 Metaphalara spegazziniana Crawford, Broteria Ser.

Zool., 22:72.

Genus Holotrioza Brethes

1920 Holotrioza Brethes, Aspiraciones, 2 : 132.

The psyllid described by Scott in 1882 (Trans. Ent. Soc. Lon-

don, 1882: 443) as Psylla dnvauae was properly assigned to a

genus other than I'syllu by Brethes. In 1920 he erected a new

genus, Holotrioza, for this species. This was done in a discus-
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sion of galls formed on the host plant, Schinns polygannis (Cav.)
Cabr. His choice of a name was unfortunate however, as the

insect belongs to the subfamily Pauropsyllinae rather than to

the Triozinae. As the genera of this subfamily are at present

quite incompletely known and mostly poorly defined the exact

relationship of this form within the subfamily is doubtful but it

appears to be most closely related to Pauropsylla.

Several specimens collected at Buenos Aires by Lizer have

been examined.
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